


Shurtape’s FrogTape green
painter’s tape, you might
want to consider it. It’s a
pro painter’s tape for use on
cured painted
walls, wood
trim, glass and
metal. It fea-
tures proprie-
tary PaintBlock
technology,
which is a paint-
activated micro-
barrier that
seals the tape's
edges against
paint seepage.
It comes in a variety of widths, suitable for multiple uses.

We used it to protect what little color was going to be on
the house. I decided early on that I wanted a plain white
house rather than a unique and unsightly green house.
But since we had decided to leave the awning on (because
of concerns about being able to get them back on if we
removed them), that meant we would lose the little stripe
of green on the awnings when
they were primed and painted;
essentially giving us a house
that was rotally whire.

Instead, after a minute where
we had to remind ourselves
that we were, indeed, paint
professionals, we realized that
a layer of FrogTape over the
green stripes on the awnings
would protect them from being
painted and save a small but
significant accent color. And it
worked like a charm.

We also used the FrogTape
in concert with 3M’s Flake
Resistant Masking Film to
cover the windows. This roll-
based masking film adheres to
just about any surface for paint
masking and to prevent over-
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comes in a variety of sizes and rolls. We used the Profes-
sional Series 400-foot roll, which unfolds to nine feet and
is trimmable to whatever size you need.

We also used 3M’s drops to protect the stairs and side-
walk, especially its Flex & Form Conformable Runner. One
side of this canvas product features a continuous edge that
actually bends and folds to conform to the shape of what
it covers—stair treads and risers, in this case. It holds its
shape, and it also snaps back when you’re finished so that
it can be reused.

3M’ Dirt Catcher proved handy, too. It’s a 26" x 32"
non-skid mat with 15 easy-peel, super sticky sheets. It’s
designed to be used in entries where workers are tramping
in and out with potentially dirty shoes. It protects from
job site tracking and protects floors from dirt and dust.
Particularly useful here with people going in and out to
grab drinks or use the restroom...no, we did not pee in
the river!

Finally, caulking is an important part of any prep. It
helps seal the surface so that things like moisture and dirt
can’t get behind the newly applied coating and weaken it.
And for caulk, you can’t do better than PPG’ Top Gun
400 caulk. It's an elastomeric acrylic urethane sealant
made with Dupont Kevlar. You can paint over it, which
makes it great for exterior projects where caulking and
painting are necessary.

We loaded the Top Gun Product into our Hyde caulk gun
and filled in any
holes, making sure
that the surfaces
were clean and
dry. Curing time
for the product is
four to six hours
before applying
paint, so be sure
the customer
keeps this in mind,
A plus is that the
cured caulk is
mildew resistant,
important for
exterior applica-
tions like ours.
Another plus—it
cleans up with
SO d yeater.




Titan Tool provided us
with the paint sprayer to
apply much of the paint and
primer we used. We were
given Titan’s
Impact 640
airless spray-
er, a real
workhorse
capable of
producing up
to 3,300 psi.
It’s capable
spraying
stains, lac-
quers, enam-
els and latex
paint, and it
features: an
auto-oiler; a
Dura-Life brushless HE
motor; Digi-Trac control;
heavy duty stand; easy load
cart; Sureflo pusher valve; and
semi-full pneumatic tires,

This Titan model is ideal
for contractors
spraying 75-100
gallons a week
and even DIYers,
We used it for
. applying the first
{ of two primers we
used, XIM’s Peel
Bond. If you've
read our Projects
in the past, you
know that we are
particular fans of
this stuff. Simply put, it’s like no other product we've ever
used or seen.

Peel Bond is a high-building primer/sealer that creates a
smooth, strong surface over particularly rough cracked and
weathered surfaces. It's Elmer’s glue-like in consistency,
dries clear and flows into cracks and crevices to level out the
surface, providing a smooth surface for a topcoat,

We used the Titan’s integrated digital controls to. dial
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down the pressure to a more manageable 1,800 psi to
spray the thick XIM product, and used the .017 sprayer tip.
Another tip? The folks at XIM recommend back-rolling
after spraying to prevent sagging, which is exactly what we
did. The result? A smooth, almost glassy surface.

The sprayer made quick work of the second story of the
house, and TPD staff concentrated more on the first floor
areas: around windows, under awnings, around the stairs and
door frames, ete. Peel Bond can be rolled, sprayed, brushed
and even applied with a pad. Remember, and this will come up
later in this article, that spraying means you have to make sure
your customer orders enough product. Spraying can result
in the need for more paint, based on overspray; sometimes,
depending on the type of sprayer and the weather conditions
(i-e., wind), this can be significant. Be sure to figure this
additional amount of paint into your calculations.

Clean Up

Here’s where we had to spend some of the time we saved
with a sprayer. You have to be absolutely fastidious in clean-
ing a paint sprayer after every use. If you fail, even once, to
thoroughly clean each and every part, paint can dry inside
and become nearly impossible to clean. And that, as you can
imagine, isn’t good.

When we were finished applying the primer, we ran
Dumond’s Smart Strip Advanced Paint Remover through
the sprayer. Our good friend, John Petroci, president of
Dumond, recommended this, and it
worked like a charm. Smart Strip is
a water-based, 100% biodegradable
stripper that is zero VOC and odor
free. It can be applied by brush, roller
or airless sprayer and it’s safe and effec-
tive to remove multiple coats of paint,
even lead paint.

The product immediately went to
work cleaning out
the innards of the
Titan sprayer, get-
ting it ready for Day
3 and the painting.
It also helped clean
up a few paint spat-
ters on concrete
where we'd (ahem!)
forgotten to drop a




Day Three +Foc

Priming Zero carcinogens,
& Painting We chose Bright White for the color, and it went on
Now for the paint...but  spectacularly. Within a few minutes, the semi-gloss white
first, a little more primer. finish dazzled us in the sun, giving the house a sparkling
Mythic Paints provided us with nearly a palette of its new sheen that, quite literally, made the entire project
finest paint and primer to adorn the house. And although ~ worthwhile.
it didn’t really need it for adhesion purposes, we wanted to Each can of Mythic primer and paint got a proper stir
cover the hideous green paint underneath. Remember, the  with our handy-dandy American Paint Paddles. Really,
XIM Peel Bond how many times
product dries do we have to tell
semi-clear, with a you about these?
slight milky haze, They come in
so the green color one-gallon and
refused to die, like five-gallon sizes,
some ‘50s drive-in are made from
monster. renewable wood,
We cracked and now they
open a few cans of come with a
Mythic’s premium handy notch in
quality, 100% the middle of the
acrylic primer, paddle to wipe
formulated to pro- excess paint from
vide outstanding the can. A great
coverage, adhe- way to make sure
sion, mold and your customers
mildew resistance, get every last drop
blister resistance, of coating they’re
and stain block- purchasing from
ing over a variety you. And they
of interior and can be imprinted
exterior surfaces. with your com-
This product has pany name so that
excellent flow your customer
and leveling with can think of you
minimal odor. fondly while stir-
And what more ring their paint.
fitting to cover At any rate,
Mythic’s primer the primer went
than Mythic’s on easily, without
Exterior Semi- a hitch, and did
gloss paint? It’s a exactly what we
premium-quality ’ wanted it to do...
paint ideal for hide the house’s
previously painted surfaces, such as vinyl, wood, masonry ~ green tinge so the paint could better do its job. And we
and...aluminum! It's mold, mildew and stain resistant, and, went through every last drop of the eight gallons of primer
as with all of Mythics products, low odor, zero VOC and  we had available. But when it was finished, we had a house
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that was beginning to
look brand new.

So, let’s stop here and
talk about some sundries
we used, starting with the
buckets. Pak Industries
provided us with its 3.5
g‘xllon bucket with built-
in gnd for making clean-
ing easier.
The bucket
cover can
be used
with a one
quart up to
one gallon
metal can
of paintand
as a base to
preventspill
OVer.
When
locked
in place
can and
tray
move
togeth-
er. And
it pro-

" vides a
place to hold pads, rags, brushes, rollers
and more. Pak sells different covers for this
bucket. It’ reusable, easy to clean and one
of the better buckets we’ve used!

Other than the airless sprayer, how did we get the primer
and paint onto the house, you may ask. In other words,
what the heck did the TPD staff do other than sit around
and watch the contractors at work? Well, we actually did
daub some paint on the old place, using some brushes and
rollers...particularly in places where the sprayer couldn't get
to or where spraying wasn't really the best way to go.

Well, the delicate job of going around tape lines, cutting in
around windows and awnings and daubing in along the bottom
edges of the aluminum siding was handled via brushes from

3 'g}y f brushes from its product ling

| extensively on many projects, and we (and the conwractors!)
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of handerafted brushes, everything from a 2" brush with 100%
black nylon bristles to a 34" brush with a nylon/polyester
blend of bristled. The 3" brush with tipped nylon/polyester
bristles was particularly useful in cutting in around the window
frames and awnings. The bristles feature fine, tapered tips that
help create sharp, straight lines.

Here's the thing. Purdy and other high-quality profes-
sional brushes may be more expensive than the cheaper,
throwaway brushes. But as with many things in life, that
higher cost brings a higher quality that means great preci-
sion, ease of use, loading and releasing of paints and a greater
lifespan for the brush. Take care of a Purdy brush, as many
contractors will tell you, and it will last project after project.
We've certainly found this to be true.

Over the length of the siding, we found it easier to use
rollers. The rollers were a perfect fit on the long expanses of
siding, plus a necessity for back rolling the XIM Peel Bond
aftter spraying. And we got to use one of our favorites again,
thanks to everyone at Arroworthy. You might just think of
great brushes when you think of ArroWorthy, but it has a
fantastic selection of roller covers and frames, and we used
both for this Project.

We used Arroworthy’s Microfiber roller covers, with %/16"
nap, which helped us get into the grooves of the textured
aluminum siding. These rollers are perfect for low- and
high-lustre paints and are shed resistant. Arroworthy also
provided us with cages, both the standard 9" and a smaller
7" sizes. The rollers were great, soaking up a lot of paint and
releasing it smoothly onto the siding, making quick work of
the sections the staff had to paint. Whats even better is that
the roller covers clean easily with warm soapy water and are
ready to use again.

For dipping the brushes and the rollers, we used another
product familiar to our readers: 'T.S. Simms paint trays and
tray arms. The black paint trays feature clear liners, which
makes clean up a breeze. Simms also makes a lid for its trays,
which locks tight and protects rollers and brushes from
drying and paint from skinning.

‘The great part of Simms’ trays, for us at least, is the yel-
low tray arm. It’s a devilishly clever and simple device that
attaches to the tray and allows you to easily carry it from
place to place, with no bending or accidents. In addition,
it features an extension pole rest to conveniently set your
roller extension when not in use. We've used this product




Staining

OK, after letting everything
settle for a few days, I decided
to tackle the staining of the
exterior stairs by myself. Well, it
was going to be by myself until
my girlfriend, Debbie, asked to
help. Asked,
mind you.
(It’s a new
relationship.)
So, what the
heck, I threw
on a stout
pair of Car-
hartt duck
overalls,
grabbed a few
3M ProGrade
sanding spong-
es, a Purdy Cub
brush and an
Arroworthy
roller, a few 3M
Drops, the TS
Simms tray and
tray arm...oh

yeah, and the stain, too.

The stain was PPG/Porter Paints’ Acri-Shield, 100%
acrylic latex water-based stain. It’s self priming and avail-
able in 136 colors. We went with the solid color stain in
California Rustic, a nice red/brown. The solid color was
because the wood was in kind of rough shape, even after a
thorough power washing. A light sanding here and there
with 3M’s angled sponges, and we were ready to go.

The stain was great, a beautiful color that contrasted
nicely with the freshly white house, We started at the top
of the steps, on a small landing on the second floor right
outside what is essentially the main entrance, and painted
our way down, The thirsty wood soaked the stain in, and
it covered every remaining discoloration, mildew and mold
blemish expertly and in one coat. You can’t ask for more
than that from any coating!

The results were spectacular. A drab, ugly discolored
stairway was transformed in the space of one afternoon
into a colorful addi-
tion to the house.
And now the wood is
protected, too, which
should buy a few
more years before it
has to be replaced.

As you can see
from the picture of
me on the Louisville
Ladder, clad in my
Carharrt overalls, T
looked pretty manly
in front of my girl.
Until T stepped into
the paint tray and
soaked my shoe
down to the foot in
premium stain.

Oh well.... [l
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Alumin-Nu
aluminnu.com

app-co.com

Arroworthy
arvoworthy.com
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w American Paint Paddle

Professional
Quality
Mini-Rollers

J

Knit Polyester #44246
T ——— 6.5" x 1/2" Roller & Handle
White Woven 12-Pack #44540

|

* "Flex means Flexible”. Works on
Most Style Mini-Roller Handles; US /2 J
or Euro (WHIZZ). ———— -

White Woven #48246
6.5" x 1/2" Roller & Handle

| Domed Button Ends Acts as Guide
for Edging and Cutting-in.

* Highest Quality US Milled Woven
& Knit Fabrics.

® Premium Bearing System for
i Exceptional Balance and Stability.

e Priced as Excellent Value.

To Order Call 1-800-767-7038
Worktools International, Inc.
Largo, Florida 33773
www.whizzrollers.com
Fax 727-538-4748

"

MADE IN USA

30 TPD - 10.10
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Smarts

Dumond Chemicals
dumondchemicals.com

Hyde Tools

bydetools.com

Kiircher

karcher-usa.com

A4

Louisville Ladder

louisvilleladder.com

Mythic Paint
mythicpaint.com

Pak

painttrays@aol.com

PPG/Porter Paints
ppeparterpaints.com

BT

PPG Sundries
ppg.comt
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Purdy & /*/x-.
purdycorp.com . A
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‘ TS Simms

Simmis.ca

‘Titan Tool
titantool.cont

XIM
peelbond.com





